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Stated Meeting, November hth, 1875. 

Present, 12 members. 

Vice President, Mr. Fraley, in the Chair. 

Letters accepting membership were received from Mr. 
Russell Thayer, dated Fairmount Park, Phila., Oct. 19th ; 
from Dr. Stephen Smith, dated Amer. Pub. Health Associa- 
tion, New York, Oct. 20th ; Gideon E. Moore, Ph.D., dated 
Passaic Zinc Works, Jersey City, Oct. 21 ; ¥m. Blasius, 
dated Phila., Oct. 25th ; John F. Carll, dated Pleasantville, 
Oct. 27th, and Mr. Furman Sheppard, Philad'a, Oct. 28th, 
1875. 

A letter was received from M. Renard, of Moscow, ac- 
knowledging the letter of congratulation voted July 16th 

Letters of acknowledgment were received from the R. 
Geog. Society, London, Oct. 23d, (Tr. XV, ii ; 94 ; wants all 
Vol. XIII and XV, ii.) ; Astronomical Society, London, 
(XV, ii, 94); R. Observatory, Greenwich, Oct. 22 (94); B. 
S. K H., Oct. 25th (XV, i, 91, 92, 93). 

A letter asking for Proceedings No. 88, was received from 
the Philosophical Society of Glasgow. 

A letter concerning that part of the will of the late Mrs. 
Caroline E. G. Peale, concerning her husband's cabinet of an- 
tiquities, was received from her executor, Mr. Robert Patter- 
son, and at a subsequent stage of the proceedings, was, on 
motion, referred for consideration and report to the Curators. 

Donations for the Library were received from the R. 
Prussian and Belgian Academies ; the Societies at Lausanne 
and Leyden ; the Geog. Society, Nouvelles Met. and Revue 
Politique, at Paris ; London Nature ; B. S. N. H. ; Mr. Scud- 
der, and Mr. Hyatt, of Boston ; Penn Monthly ; American 
Journal of Pharmacy ; Smithsonian Institute, and the "West- 
ern. 

The death of Dr. Kingston Goddard, at his residence on 
Staten Island, Oct. 14, aged 62, was announced by Mr. 
Fraley. 
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Mr. C. E. Hall exhibited specimens from boulders in "West 
Philadelphia, and specimens from outcrops in and behind 
the Blue (Kittanning) Mountain, to enable the members to 
compare and identify them. He exhibited, also, a local map 
on which each boulder was exactly placed and numbered. 
In the collection was one piece of trap, and several of Trias 
sandstone. The rest were Oneida • conglomerate, and Oris- 
kany sandstone (conglomerate). Mr. Hall expressed his 
conviction that most of the Philadelphia gravel was merely 
disintegrated conglomerate the pebbles of which had been 
set free in their original rolled state and not re-rolled to 
any extent. Many pieces were flat and yet in an erect atti- 
tude, showing ice rather than water transit. The trend of 
the belt of boulders, so far as studied, was roughly at right 
angles to the bed of the Schuylkill at the Zoological Garden. 
Mr. Hall had noticed a sort of smoothing off of the surface 
of the upturned mica schist country. In some cases the bould- 
ers were of large size, and grooved as well as polished. One 
of them contained many Silurian fossils. 

Mr. Price invited Mr. Hall's attention to quantities of 
boulders being uncovered in the sand cuttings at 25th street 
and Fairmount avenue, on the eastern side of the Schuyl- 
kill. 

In the discussion which ensued the possibility of iceberg 
action and the existence of gravel mounds across the interior 
valleys were brought into view. 

Prof. Frazer wished to record the fact that he had met 
with considerable numbers of glaciated (grooved) pieces of 
Rogers' jasper-rock, Hunt's orthophyre, or as he preferred to 
call it, felsite porphyry rock of the South Mountain, along 
the low pass (partly a gorge) through which the Gettysburg- 
Chambersburg road leads. He suggested, for a cause, a thin 
glacier coming across from the Path Valley, west of Cham- 
bersburg. 

Mr. Lesley described Mr. John Harger's (of Oxford, Conn.) 
method of obviating parallax in reading the vernier on the 
dial plate of a transit instrument or surveyor's compass ; viz. 
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by usiDg two verniers, one inside and one outside the grad- 
uated circle. If the observer finds a parallax error between 
the outside vernier and the scale, he will find twice that er- 
ror between the scale and the inside vernier, and can thus 
easily correct his observation. 

Mr. Cope offered the following resolution, with appro- 
priate remarks : 

Resolved, That the American Philosophical Society recom- 
mend to the attention of Congress the proposed scientific ex- 
ploration of the River Beni of Bolivia and the adjacent 
regions, by Prof. James Orton, believing that the intrinsic 
importance of the object, as well as the experience of Prof. 
Orton, render it deserving of aid from the Government of 
the United States. 

The resolution was passed, with instructions to the Secre- 
taries to transmit copies of it to the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States, and to Prof. Orton. 

Mr. Fraley reported that he had received the quarterly in- 
terest of the Michaux Legacy Fund, due Oct. 1st last. 

The Minutes were then read and the meeting was ad- 
journed. 

Stated Meeting, November 19th, 1875. 

Present, 12 members. 

Vice-President, Mr. Fraley, in the Chair. 

A letter accepting membership was received from Mr. 
Charles E. Hall, dated Philadelphia, Nov. 13th, 1875. 

A letter acknowledging receipt of diploma was received 
from Mr. James Freeman Clarke, Jamaica Plains, Mass. 

Letters acknowledging receipt of Proceedings and Trans- 
actions were received from the Observatory at Munich, 
July 9 (92, 93) ; the Royal Society at Gottingen, June (92, 
93); the Academy at Lisbon, Oct. 14, 1875 (92); the Statis- 
tical Society, London, Nov. 4 (XV ii, 94) ; and Triibner & 
Co., London, Nov. 3 (88). 

Donations for the Library were reported from the Societies 
at Moscow and Liege; Geographical Society and Revue 



